
DESCRIPTION
These puzzles mix the fun and aggravation of �gur-
ing out tangrams with the aggravation and fun of 
putting together dinosaur skeletons.

Tangrams are, of course, a centuries-old puzzle in 
which people try to make certain shapes, seen only 
as silhouettes, out of seven smaller shapes.  The 
process usually involves a lot of trial and error until 
one �nally arrives at the solution.

Putting together a dinosaur skeleton is a somwhat 
similar process, even for professionals.  The di�er-
ence is that the paleontologist doesn’t even have a 
silhouette to work with.  Instead, he or she must 
ground the skeleton in the anatomy of existing ani-
mals, the skeletons of other dinosaurs, and some 
good old trial and error.  Sometimes it takes many 
years to �gure out the skeleton of a new dinosaur, 
and even when it goes on display, it may still end 
up being amended by other scientists, years or de-
cades later.  Paleontologists have raised tails in the 
air, straightened legs out below the dinosaurs’ 
bodies instead of having them arc out to the sides, 
taken nose horns and turned them into spiked 
thumbs, and even traded skulls from one skeleton 
to the next.

INSTRUCTIONS
This game contains all the pieces that are needed 
to make six dinosaur skeletons: Psittacosaurus, Kro-
nosaurus, Amargasaurus, Kentrosaurus, Therizino-
saurus, and Zhejiangopterus.  (Technically, Krono-
saurus and Zhejiangopterus are not dinosaurs, but 
are instead non-dinosaurian reptiles from the same 
time period).  Each dinosaur’s skeleton was printed 
onto a set of tangram tiles arranged into a particu-
lar classic tangram abstract shape, then broken 
apart.

Your goal is to put each dinosaur skeleton together 
again.  To do so, you can either concentrate on �g-
uring out which skeletal pieces go with which 
other skeletal pieces, or you can try to reverse-
engineer the tangram shapes by their silhouetes.  
The tangram silhouettes used in this puzzle are 
found below; each silhouette is labeled with the 
name of its respective dinosaur.

The solutions can be found on the back of this 
magnet!

D.I.Y DINOSAUR SKELETON TANGRAMS!
An interactive project for your to play and solve.
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